DATE:

October 23, 2008

CONTACT:
Cathy Sherick, Greater Gresham Area Prevention Partnership – 503-823-0250, www.ggapp.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

‘Community of Choice’ Video to Premier – Public Invited To Attend

The Greater Gresham Area Prevention Partnership (GGAPP) community coalition in, in partnership with the Outlook Newspaper and local service agencies, will premier the ‘think-u-mentary’ video, Saturday November 1, 2008, beginning at 4 p.m. in the Mt Hood Community College Visual Arts Theater, 26000 SE Stark, in Gresham, Oregon. Admission to the event is a canned food donation for local food pantries. Parking is free in the south college lot and refreshments will be offered. 

Highlighting the many positive qualities of the East County, the video identifies key issues confronting East County communities and illustrates how those issues relate to substance abuse. Poverty, homelessness, the local economy, jobs and keeping youth in school all contribute to community livability. Through celebrating our Community of Choice, the video provides viewers with an intimate look at where we live and how we live there.  By building awareness within the community about these critical issues the producers hope to increase interest in community improvement and the desire to get involved.  Representatives will be available to help attendees bridge the gap between that desire to get involved and taking action. 

Derek Rueker, a student at Mt. Hood Community College, said, “as a college student I see the effect of low incomes on students’ everyday. I also see what happens when they try to escape with alcohol and drugs. I hope we can get the community to grasp how education and good jobs are effected by substance abuse.” 

The Greater Gresham Area Prevention Partnership (GGAPP) acts to identify, coordinate and implement strategies that promote the reduction of substance abuse among youth by building a safe and healthy community for the residents and families of East Multnomah County, Oregon.  For more information about GGAPP, please go to www.ggapp.org or contact Cathy Sherick, 503-823-0088.
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